
 
MLA Citations (Bibliography) Revised Jan 2020 

 

A bibliography – also called Works Cited or References – tells your audience where you got your information.  Moore 

Public Schools uses the rules from the MLA Handbook (Modern Language Association of America), 8th Edition.   

 

Book  

 

Last name, First name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.  

 

Examples: 

 

Somervill, Barbara A. Michelangelo: Sculptor and Painter. Compass Point Books, 2005.  

Moore, Matthew S., and Robert F. Panara.  Great Deaf Americans. MSM Productions, Ltd., 1996. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

 

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece as you would any other work in a 

collection but do not include the publisher information. Also, if the reference book is organized alphabetically, as most 

are, do not list the volume or the page number of the article or item. 

 

“Title of Article.” Title of Reference Book. Edition. Copyright date.  

EXAMPLES: 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary, 3rd ed., Dell, 1997, p. 369.  

“Anderson, June.” Encyclopedia of World Biography. 2nd ed. 1998. 

Smith, John. “Elephants.” The World Book Encyclopedia. 2009. 

A Multivolume Work 

When citing only one volume of a multivolume work, include the volume number after the work's title, or after the work's 

editor or translator. 

Quintilian. Institutio Oratoria. Translated by H. E. Butler, vol. 2, Loeb-Harvard UP, 1980.  

If the reference book is NOT organized alphabetically (and has no author, only editors), use this format: 

Author or Editor(s).  “Title of Article.” Title of Reference Book. Volume. Publisher, Year of Publication.  

Garrett, Agnes, and Helga P. McCue. "Frank Bonham." Authors & Artists for Young Adults. Vol. 1. Gale 

Research, 1989.  

Unger, Leonard. “Archibald MacLeish.” American Writers, Volume III. University of Minnesota, 1974. 

 



Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 

Here are some common features you should try to find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Not every 
web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the following information as 
possible: 

• Author and/or editor names (if available); last names first. 
• "Article name in quotation marks." 
• Title of the website, project, or book in italics. 
• Any version numbers available, including editions (ed.), revisions, posting dates, volumes (vol.), or 

issue numbers (no.). 
• Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
• Take note of any page numbers (p. or pp.) or paragraph numbers (par. or pars.). 
• DOI (if available), otherwise a URL (without the https://) or permalink. 
• Date you accessed the material (Date Accessed). While not required, saving this information it is highly 

recommended, especially when dealing with pages that change frequently or do not have a visible 
copyright date. 

Use the following format: 
Author. "Title." Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or editors), Version 

(edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, 
DOI or permalink). 2nd container’s title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, 
Location, Date of Access (if applicable). 
 

A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by an indication of the 
specific page or article being referenced. Usually, the title of the page or article appears in a header 
at the top of the page. Follow this with the information covered above for entire Web sites. If the 
publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once. 
 

Lundman, Susan. “How to Make Vegetarian Chili.” eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-

chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

 

“Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-

treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview. 

 

Example: 

“Benjamin Franklin Biography.” Biography.com. A&E Television Networks, 

www.biography.com/people/benjamin-franklin-9301234.  Accessed 1 Feb. 2018.  

*** Don’t reinvent the wheel! EBSCO, SIRS, and World Book Online will create the citation 

for you. 

Using an interview? A tweet? YouTube video? We can help you cite it. Well, us and the Purdue 

OWL.  🙂  
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